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Draft Environmental Impact Statement
P140 Cable Removal Project
Socorro, New Mexico, to Mojave, California

Lead Agency: National Park Service (NPS)

Cooperating Agency: Bureau of Land Management (BLM); and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is a
coordinating agency

Abstract: NPS and BLM received a proposal from AT&T to remove cable and equipment from 220
miles of their P140 system that is non-supportive to AT&T's current fiber optic network. The P140
system components include buried coaxial cable, repeater huts, manholes, marker posts, and an access
corridor. The agencies also were notified of AT&T's intent to relinquish easements, in whole or in
part, wherever cable and equipment are removed. As jurisdictional agencies of federal lands crossed
by the project, NPS and BLM are responsible for determining the terms and conditions of any
removal activities. The agencies are also responsible for determining rehabilitation actions to promote
restoration of the land. Alternative A, the Proposed Action, includes removal of 174.5 miles of cable,
removal of repeater huts and manholes along 220 miles, and removal of marker posts along 174.2
miles. In addition, the Proposed Action includes rehabilitation actions to promote revegetation and
habitat recovery at the repeater hut sites and along portions of the access corridor. Rehabilitation
includes eliminating 39.8 miles of the access corridor and 4 miles of dual track. The Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement (DEIS) includes an analysis of alternatives that avoid or reduce adverse
affects on desert vegetation, desert tortoise, and recreational access. Alternative B includes removal
of 60.8 fewer miles of cable and rehabilitation of 11.8 more miles of the access corridor than the
Proposed Action. Alternative C includes removal of 102.2 fewer miles of cable and rehabilitation of
34.4 fewer miles of the access corridor than the Proposed Action. Removal of structures and marker
posts and rehabilitation of the repeater hut sites and dual track for Alternatives B and C would be the
same as the Proposed Action. For all action alternatives, cable removal activities would result in long-
term adverse affects on desert vegetation, animal species of concern, soil productivity, recreation, and
visual aesthetics, but to varying degrees. Removal and rehabilitation activities also would result in
temporary adverse affects on air quality and noise due to construction-related activities. Overall,
rehabilitation actions would have a permanent beneficial impact on desert vegetation and the desert
tortoise although the Proposed Action and Alternative B would have a significant impact on
recreational access. 

Type of statement:  Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Public Comment Period: Public comments on the DEIS will be taken for a period of 60 days.
Comments should be sent to Joan DeGraff, National Park Service, Denver Service Center, 12795
West Alameda Parkway, P.O. Box 25287, Denver, CO 80225-0281, phone (303) 969-2464. Public
meetings will be scheduled during this time.

For More Information:  Questions about the project should be addressed to Joan DeGraff, National
Park Service, Denver Service Center, (303) 969-2464.


